SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY ADVICE

UNDERSTANDING THREE WORDS (1)

Your child is now beginning to understand longer sentences.  These are ideas to develop understanding three key words in a sentence.

(eg, Tom’s coat on the chair)

List three things for your child to give you, from a small selection.

eg, Give me the towel, soap and brush
You could try this in the following games or activities.

1.
SHOPPING GAME

Collect objects/food for a pretend shop.  Ask your child to go and ‘buy’ three things.  Take it in turns.

2.
PUZZLES
When doing a puzzle tell your child which three pieces to take out or put back.

3.
RUNNING GAME
Put toys round the room.  Tell your child which three to go and fetch.

4.
POSTING
Cut a hole in a cardboard box to make a post box. Collect a variety of everyday objects e.g. pen, toy car, key, sock, hat etc Put 5 objects in front of the child 

 Take it in turns to tell each other to post small objects e.g “ post the key, pen, sock” through the hole.

You can also practise this during everyday activities:

Putting washing in the machine

Putting shopping away

Tell your child which three things to give you.

Remember not to give your child extra clues by pointing or looking directly at the objects you want, as this will mean they do not have to understand the words alone.

If your child gets stuck (or only remembers some of the list) repeat all three things again.

UNDERSTANDING THREE WORDS (2)

Your child is now beginning to understand longer sentences.  These are ideas to develop understanding three key words in a sentence.

(eg, Tom’s coat  on the chair)

1.
Play a Simon says type game, telling each other what to do:


eg,
run/hop to the big/little chair/table
2.
Using a teddy and doll (or two other toys,) take it in turns to tell each other to:


eg,
Wash teddy’s ear



Brush dolly’s hair



Brush teddy’s feet

3,.
When sorting out the washing tell your child to:


‘Put Helen’s sock in the basket’


‘Put mummy’s skirt on the table’

5.
Using objects or toys tell your child to:


‘Give the apple and banana to Tom’


‘Give a book and a car to Sarah’

If your child gets stuck, repeat the instruction again.

Remember not to give your child extra clues by pointing or looking directly at the objects you want, as this will mean they do not have to understand the words alone.
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